
Homily for 20th Sunday August 14, 2022 

In the Northeast corner of London’s famed Hyde Park there is a speakers’ corner, an open air venue for public speakers 

who engage the English public in a spirited debate on a host of issues. Since its inception in 1880, notable speakers such 

as Karl Marx, George Orwell, Father Vincent Mcnabb and Frank Sheed have made an appearance at one of England’s 

great landmarks. 

What are the characteristics of an effective public speaker? 

First, he (or she) must have a voice that commands respect. Someone with the voice of a Pee Wee Herman or Edith 

Bunker is not likely to be successful in convincing others of their point of view; 

Second, the speaker must have a sincere conviction of the views he espouses. A failure to be decisive can be self-

defeating; 

Third, since there is a lot of give and take the speaker must have an agile mind and a quick wit. Otherwise, he will make 

few, if any, converts; and  

Fourth, he must show a willingness to be humbled. In all likelihood, he will be opposed and his views rejected. He must 

anticipate heckling, booing and barbs directed at him, and not, in a moment of panic, lose his composure. 

In today’s readings we hear the words of two great public speakers, Jeremiah and Christ 

The Old Testament lesson from Jeremiah presents the reluctant prophet who preached the Word of God. Not without 

reason has Jeremiah been compared to Christ. His message was not received favorably by the advisors to the king: 

“In those days, the princes said to the king: “Jeremiah ought to be put to death; he is demoralizing the soldiers who are 

left in the city, and all the people, by speaking such things to them; he is not interested in the welfare of our people, but 

in their ruin” (Jer. 38: 4-5) 

 Jeremiah preached the impending destruction of Jerusalem. For all his efforts, he was arrested and later thrown into a 

cistern, the “jail cell” of the biblical world. Clearly, his life was in jeopardy. 

Jesus showed no fear. He challenged the people regardless of the consequences. He said, “I have come to set the earth 

on fire” (Lk. 12: 49) and “Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division” (Lk. 12:50). His message, too, was unpopular with the leaders of his people. Jesus realizes that the shadow of 

the cross is lengthening, that his enemies plan to get rid of him.  

Very few of us want confrontation. In order to avoid an unpleasant conversation on issues of controversy, we are more 

likely to retreat into our corner, refuse to take a side, or take a stand on anything. 

The disciples of Jesus are not called to a tranquil life, but one like his own. Those who choose to live by God’s word often 

find living the life of faith a daily challenge. Daily opinion polls are irrelevant in the life of a practicing Catholic. His life is 

guided by the teaching of our Master, Jesus Christ. 

Our Catholic faith must never be “watered down” or, worse, badly compromised. To do so would result in the loss of our 

self-respect. 

Could we each ever imagine ourselves as the featured speaker at the famed venue in Hyde Park? Would we be up to the 

challenge?  

Well, we can always dream of such a scenario. And there is no doubt that Heaven would be on our side!  


